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LETTER 
1. gs _ 
A Gentleman in the Country, 


T O | 
His Friend in London. 
WT: eu : 


Cannot but, with all good 
— 5 Men, who have at heart the 
true Intereſt of their Coun- 
try, the Honour of our 
Moſt Gracious: Sovereign, 
and the Proſperity of our Moſt Excellent 
hurch, beg Leave to Congratulate you, 
pon that happy Turn of Affairs, which 
as Of late, in all theſe reſpects, proved 
o very Advantageous and Favourable. 
muſt confeſs, however, that I have a 
ůꝓI AS: - {5 0 
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Petulance. It muſt; nevertheleſs be ac- 


mon -Council, will, we doubt not, in 


more particular Satisfaction, in reflecting 
upon the ſhare that your moſt renowned 
City hath had, in this truly happy Re- 
volution: For ſuch indeed it may very 

properly be ſtiled, and without Offence; 
when thoſe things which by Faction had 
been ſo much diſcompoſed, and miſplaced, 
are in great meaſure again reduced and 
reſtored into their proper Place and Or- 
der: ſo tlrat good Deſigns, are now not 
ſo much diſcouraged ; nor good Men, 
as has been too much the Cuſtom, ſo 
frequently inſulted, and with ſo great 


knowledged, that you are not yet en- 
tirely deliver'd of all kind of Annoy- 
ance, from the inveterate Rancour of 
the Party; there are ſtill ſome Remains 
of that corrupt Seed; which daily gives 
you ſome taſte of its bitter Fruit; that 
diſturbs your Peace, and would keep 
you in a Perpetual War. The Wiſdom 
and Vigilance of thoſe who hold at this 
time the Government of the City, and 
the Courage and Loyalty of your Com- 


Aue time effect all that can be done by 
them, to give you Eaſe in this Matter, 
ſoo far as tliey have ſufficĩient Power in 
2 10m | 79 1 | them- 
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IS TD BB. 
themſelves; and the Prudence and In- 
tereſt of your moſt Worthy, becauſe 
moſt Loyal, Repreſentatives in the Houſe 
of Commons, will be able to obtain for 
you all additional Supplies, where thoſe 
Powers are wanting, It cannot be de- 
ny d, but that altho* the Wiſdom of the 
Nation hath already made ſome. good 
Advances towards leflening the Craft 
and Artifices of Sedition in the State, 
and the growth of Schiſm in the Church; 
yet the Nature of the Things them- 
ſelves, or the — ariſing out o 
the Irregularity of former Times, would 
not let them foreſee or prevent many 
Inconveniences, which (it is not to be 
queſtion'd) they have an Inclination to 
edreſs; and perhaps, e're long, K 
y hold of an Opportunity to manifeſt 
he Effects of ſuch Inclination. The 
is Hruth of this Obſervation, which, with 
Jue Submiſfion, I acquaint you with, is 
vident from the Behaviour of ſome Men 
n Power amongſt you, and who fo con- ; 
inue, ſince the late Ad that has been | 
ade relating to Diſſenters. It is to Be 
agin'd, that the Intent of that Act, 
as deſign'd as a Relief to truly Scrupu- 
pus Conſciences, or rather a kind of 

Con- 
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[8] 
Connivance at, and Overlooking their Ir- 
regularity : It was furthermore deſign'd 
to exclude thoſe from the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Civil Offices, who were not true 
Members of the Eccleſiaſtic Body, or, 
as we uſually ſay, true Sons of the 
Church. It is natural to ſuppoſe, that 
the great Council of the Nation could 
not but expect, that thoſe who labour'd 
ſo hard to be Tolerated, by reaſon that 
their Conſciences were of that tender 
Make, that could not Comply with 
the Eſtabliſh'd Orders of the Church: 
1Ifay, that Wiſe and Learned Body could 
not but very juſtly expect, that the Peti- 
tioners for Toleration ſhould hence- forward 
content themſelves to adhere to this Bene 
fit, for which they had contended with ſo 
much Zeal, and ſhew themſelves for ever 
Modeſt and Grateful to the Benefactor 
of ſo much Indulgence. It could not 
be conceived by that Wiſe and Auguſt 
Aſſembly, that their Indulgence ſhoulc 
ſo ſoon be lighted, and the Plea of Ten 

der Conſcience ſo impudently prove it 
ſelf an Impoſture, and meer Cheat, it 
ſo. ſhort a Space. of Time, and in { 
execrable a Manner; as hath-been di 


| 8 cover'd by ſome Mens Practice, wh Ch 


7 no 


avs 
ſa). 


now; come 40 Ehyr 1 and who. Prevas 


ricate in it, with — Nee Hypocriſy, 
for famous When out 


they 

Fould 0 our . 5 Legiſlators have 
thi (Prevagication, if any, Exp 

Raye, been found, it doubt- 


92 ſerted in ſome Clauſe 
Sas 5 4 MAE on. ſuch 


150, Onan te 


1 55 cheir 1 


ch : N are always: —— * 1 which ſome will 
2uld out-at this, What, wall you hinder 

Men from coming to Church? Will 
you not.. rather open your Arms to re- 
ceive and embrace, Converts? We 


ene 
h ſo _ doubtleſs, to wiſh: for a Multi- 
ever — of Cape encourage all we 


can to come in to us; but to be ſincere 
noi Converts, to be uniform and conſtant 
in their Converſion, we, . muſt diſcou- 
TAR all; Hypocriſy, whatſoever, both 

and without the. Church. But 
un ſo ſolemn a Teſt as that of the 
Holy Sacrament will not deter ſome 
Men from the moſt ſinful Prevarication, 
who ſeemingly Communicate with the 
Church, when their Hearts are with 
B its 
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its Enemies; ir will be 4 weren 
ny Method 
ncerity; and 
to prevent its Effects. For finke they 
have this Plea, or Pretence, That | 
25 N of their. ig 
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Whit Cauſe their 

Affection 2 che Side eh 
took, when their Chic Was under 
Reſtraint: | And yet; perhaps, 5 ſuch 2 
Teſt may Rift "be fund; a5 will not 
'« fo much Room por Subter- 
füge. Js wah. 2 8.2410 . Ei i } a, 31h) 
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- yg; fence of Sad, Declare, 
-» (rely Confoun to the Doctrine 
ann Diſcipline of the Church of England, - 
as a moſt Pure Pxmitive Church, can? 
ſtituted acco ding ta the [Mold ol God, 
under the boly Gouernment of Bichaps: 
That J chold mytelf in Communion wi 
the ſald Church, as thinking it my indi- 
penſible Duty, and with Deteſtotian of 
all manner ot Hereſy. and N That 
neitber avp Place, Piofit, 02 Emplop- 
ment mich J now. polleſs, oz which 
might at any time hereatter expe, axe 
the Gzound-of my pzeſent Compſjance : 
That J will, to the utmoſt of 
Power, do all Honour to the Eſtabliſh 

a Church, by Mum and by Deed 3 That 
I rendunte f02 every . this a ns all 


u with Bereticks 
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= anaticks.z Tat A jul nee bs 
Dilcouxie, be aum e 


openly: oz pavately, in 
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If any thing cal. be Ablel 16 nge 
hend thie Men of Latitude and bring 
us to any Certainty - of theit 9000 
Meaning towards us, it muſt be- ſome -:- 
What of this Nature. Nor ought ſueh ) 
a Method to be thought ſevere: Por if 
Men can fo eaſſly make à ſeſt of their 
Religion, and diſpenſe with ccheir pre- 
tended 'Tenderneſs of Conſcience, às before 
obſerv'd; the Church has all the reaſon 
in the World to be in earneſt to guard 
and defend itſelf againſt the Snares of 
Aueh e - Which even the Sin“ 
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cere among the Diſſentors, i thete be 
any ſuch, muſt blow from xhem, as 
er Chaff. d , in © 2686S 
. ud Cue 1% OU 439%; 
SIR, I cannot but believe, that à due 
and ſerious Conſideration of theſe Things 
being neglected, a want of Thought, and 
Penetration into che Deceit and Depth o 
ſome Mens Deſigns, out of 4 miſtaken 
Notion of Charity, which, according to 

the good-naturid* Genius of, CHhureh of 

. England Moderation, has fo long pre 
vaild, has been the unhappy Occaſion 

of many Indecencies and Diſorders ; 
which a clearer and more diſtinct No- 

| tion 
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I. That theſe dom ry all ſubſiſt 
upon the Favour of the C 
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tion of Things, by which your moſt 


Glorious City is ſo Well diſposd and 
enlighten d, will not more eaſilyj diſcover, 
than be heartily willing to redreſs. A- 
mong other Things, you will excuſe the 
mentioning one, which, to me, hath for 
a long time, been no ſmall Occaſion of 
Surprize; The maintaining of Separate 
Meetings, under the very Roofs, and 
conſequently under the ſeeming Pro- 
tection of ſome of your greateſt Com- 
panies. This Matter, ſurely, has not 
been ſo well conſider'd as it ought:; it 


had otherwiſe never been ſuffer: d. And 


the reaſon of this will appear, by Nating 
theſe Particulars: * 


_ 
51:91 airy. 21 


therefore are to encourage no Opinions 
or Practices reflecting on the Honour 
of the Crown, in Matters appertaining 
either to Church or State: For this 
agrees not witli the Character of good 
Subjects, or of a due Gratitude for the 
Royal Favours indulged to them in their 
ſeveral Charters, 291+ 91: eee ir 
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1 tn: an a Gsiedes, Chrilian King 
dom, all Societies Authoritatively cons 
ſtitutecl, and not merely connived at, 


Dilgrace to any ſuch Authoritatively 
ronſtituted Orthodox Chriſtian Society, 
— maintain within their Juricdiction 
and Precincts, any Seminaries or 
2 of Schiſm. Is iti not an at- 
to that Publick Authority from 
whieh they dere all theit Privileges 
as x'Qorporation?-:It is certainly very 
Ng: them as . Chriſtians; * 
files:. M lv 10 nor 


being Son: 


zaly, That which is only Tolerated, 


doch by this mean ſeem ta helter it 


ſeif undar an- Mmbrage of Authority. 
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„ Firſt, | That from 3 ds this 
kind of Abſurdity and In e, that 
whereas Men whoſe Irregulanaties art 
_roanived: at, i they have any Modeſty, 
retire out of the Preſence. o that: 
rior Power that overlooks their Diſor- 


them. 


ought/to-be: Orthodox: It is therefore 4 


gre when they Ind ulge the Practice of 
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[13] 
them. Theſe, with open Impudence and 
Defiance df that Power, which favours 
them only by connivance, preſume to 
Act their Frregularities in the very Face 
of Authority, - and to upbraid its indul- 
ent Gverſi ght; with the name and pre- 
we of” 2 obation.-/ This is plain, 
— Convencials' 's Licenſed - — 
cone to 
Royal ard —_ in, 5h Chatter 


of any ſueh Company + Ter to ſuppoſe 


Number of Forts and Receptacles with- 


whence his Foes any 
Occaſion, that 48 their dende of 
Novelty And Rebellion, to him, 
— 15 2 Subjects. There is no- 
in this e; bur it 
— Id much ſtronger, if herein not 
— the Royal Cauſe; but that of the 
Almighty s'conſider%d. When a Neet- 
ing is maintain'd in a. Hall almoſt next 


my to — and 1 Diorder, a Abd has 
denounced the Sentence of certain Dam. 
nation to all Who abet Schiſm. 


But | 
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om eb hi / ater F .mofkt 
But Secondly, Theſe further Inconve: 
niences are hereby promqted 30 Theſe 


Meetings being placed and encourage 
in the Heart of the City, the Faction, 


not with the Modeſty of Sect only 
a Sanctified Emulation, come in Tri- 
umph with their Tenor Twelve Coaches; 
and I could tell Where they even ob 


ſtruct a Paſſage to the Church. Hereby 


the Diſſenters are invited to Place them+ 


ſelves near theſe Aſſemblies, and to 
reap, thoſe, Advantages, of Prade, by | 
which they pretend, at leaſt, to arrive 


of their Strength and Intereſt to over- 
turn the Church, or to make their Par- 


ty equally conſider d. Hence many weak 


and ignorant People have been led into 


an indifferent or unkind Opinion of the 
Church in ſuch; Places, or more fa vour- 


able to the Schiſm: And ſuch of the Cler- 


ie Mare i Faithful, have not only 


ſuffer d by the leſſening of their Eſteem 
in ſuch Pariſhes, but in the Diminution 


1 


of their Juſt Wanfürel and Revenues, 


by the intruſion of Interlopers, and other 
Irregularities: A thing that, 1s, not ſo 


we eaſily 
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eaſily overloled by any Set of Men, 


wit the Moderation 25 1 
a ſaund, net dinctuped with 
the Remiſsneſs of Church -4 England In- 
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given | 
of y _ moſt ph City, Y, 1 0 kts 
now cal Strength, and as — 
ly exe ene 1 Ik any Hints 1 
urs e 9 em, may animate and be 

them in theit future good De- 
theo will the more eaſily excuſe 


OF. | this trouble, as I: {hall have abundant 


cauſe to rejoyce, in 


- pleaſing yon, in 


thewing my Reſpect to your great 4 
in that can any way * del 
and Ng ane . Il tor 
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TT 585 Gee a0. Coun- 
ties, Cities an{Co Orpor ations, od 

« All-Inferior Ma giſtrates a1 Officers 
zn the ſa me. JIOTTI 2114 v Le 21 ol 

- Bveri Maſter)! Warden: and Ficeman Jt 
of Ay Company. y ©) {bring f 

"Every Coed Tant Man, Church: 
Wai en; or other Officer, 'or Veſtrys- | 
Man in any Parifhz" by. Which means 
a better underſtanding might uſually be 
kept up between the Miniſter and his 
Pariſhioners, and between the Pariſhion- 
ers themſelves, whilſt they would more | 
readily unite in all things, for the Ho- 
nour of the Church and Pariſh ; and 
be leſs liable to be tempted by the Sug- 


1) f 


geſtions of thoſe buſie Sectaries in our 


Pariſh-Meetings, which are too often | 
the Cauſe of Diviſion and Tumult. 
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H 17 "kt will bo objected That if ICS 
i} | this Teſt ſhall be made neceſſary for 
FI br ip.” Freeman of a Company, it 
will oblige him to this; Hardſhip; 
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1 M That he muſt either take the Oath, - 
De or be made e to Set a 
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hs To mitigate this Hardſhip, the Vlat- 
un- ter may be thus explainęd; That he ſhall 

| = permitted the Freedom, of Trade, but 
not of Government : That is, He may be 
allowed the. Liberty of Commerce and 

Tra ffick as much A any other Freeman 
Jof the Company, but not he Priviledg'd.to 

meddle iir the A fair ot Government of 
che Conpam, or give à Vote in any ching 
* at mah cr 5 Free man of the Com- 
be A. 5* 48. he ista Member either of the. 
d 3ody Politicł, Or as 1968 af the Char ch. 


his 

n And, for. theſe Reaſons more-eſpecially : 

6d Becauſe, The \Conftigution of the Engliſh 

77 erna 88 being, (40 uſe the Obſerva- 

and Een, — every WI © and Fearned Perſon, 

8 . peta # '2.g00d Judge, as well 
8 Prien Hr our inn) 


I hrs to an Arth, the two Sides of 
hich repreſent, the one the Civil Go- 
C 2 vernment, 
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vermnent, the other the Government of | 
the Gba. 4 3844 1 £ I 0 20 UE 4 ö 
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1. The miese, n thait Judgment 
relatitly to (e Planer are Repiblirans ; 
and ſo cannot ebneur hearti in unything 5 
of good Importanoe to the Fvlitt Conſti- 

tation Of England, which is che one Side 
of the Arch, that! 1 founded 1 in org. | 


u 2. 1 their: eee Kerry to 
Church Matters, they are — 
| Lieitplimarians ; ' cannot contribute a 
to that Unity in which the £ecle- | 
ow Side of the Arch of our.' Engliſh 
Go uvioN is cemented to the Poliſict, 
an - whicty the Strerigtii of the 

= 1 855 be Kegel flick Site 
| U The , 
2 the Arch, : is 44; PIO in | 


a 8 17 


SBS 0 my = mm oo ot hy 


| * "A SI F 
motels) 
5 OY ri. 
In their Ga 
00 1012 1 TI . 
o 24) 2 7 
; 7 , ö | - # _ 1 a 
An * ALS td! 3 4 100 To; 4. ne 


en Land Schiſe 
| Governors 


1 © In their Other Ce- — 
og ping i eee e e, 
ide EEE 5... ers & Schiſ- 
I | School-Ma and fach as | 
e ers, r. r mtr 
| 6 | 8 - . ]tfraends to 
nd | 1 5 „ Epiſcopacy. 
. By which the Strength and Beauty of 
4% this noble Fabrick might be much en- 
ict, danger'd and impair d, if not reduced 
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the to an Heap of Ruines : Whereas by the 


eſt, improved Strength, and growing Firm- 
e neſs, which now appears in the more 
ſtrict Union of our 1 ick and Civil 
Intereſts, we 832 it Will ſtand Fir! 

as. a, Triumphal Arch, and as a Laſting 
Monument. of the Honour and Happt- 
nels, of theſe Kingdoms, to all ſucceed- 
ing Generations. 


An add but one thing more 
Lou will be apt to ſay, That the Ho- 
I neſt Gentlemen of the ſeveral Compa- 

E - panies, 


2 1 20 
F taking the Premiſſes into Con- 
ſideration, out of a truly Wiſe and Re- 
ligious Intent, may probably demand, 


18. How thef ſhall be able to atone 

for that Sacrilege they may ſeem to 
have been guilty of, in ſuffering Schiſma- 
ticks and Hereticks to ſhare in their In- 
heritance, to the defrauding the Church 
of its juſt Rights, and ſupporting its 
Enemies and Underminers. 


2. How they may be put into a Legal Wr. 
Capacity of making ſuch Atonement, | 
Wen Py 

W 


of that Revenue might be appointed for 
Satisfaction of thoſe Diſſenting Teachers, 
or Congregations, for the Space of Fime 
for which tliey have Contracted with 
l 1 35 nenen Hon 

e | In 


confided ; 
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In looking forwatd, it night be well 
formerly dedicated to Schiſm; to the 
Honour and Service of God, by turning 


each of tem into a Manſion- Hbuſe r 


the Miniſter of this Pariſh,” or adding it 
to the Encteaſe of his Revenue ; Which 
might lay Wee 5 future eee 
to the Qoimpany' | 


The Way to PRs all this Legally ac ac- 
compliſhed, is, by Addreſſing 'to the 
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